BIKE ON SEDONA'S

BEST TRAIL

Sedona’s stunning views and expansive trail system make it a moun-
tain biker’s dream come true. One of the owners of Sedona’s Thunder
Mountain Bikes, Mike Raney, actually moved to Sedona from Santa
Fe, New Mexico, for the mountain biking.

“It has incredible, unique terrain, and that terrain is interwoven
into the town,” says Mike. “So you can ride from pretty much any-
where. It doesn’t really matter where you stay or what area you’re in,
you're going to have amazing views and spectacular riding. You get
that feeling of being on these big epic rides, but you don’t have to
spend half a day driving off in the middle of nowhere to get them.
You can get them right out your front door.”

Sedona’s most famed attraction, the city’s red rocks, are also ideal
for mountain biking.
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Intermediate Trails

Intermediate trails offer many of the same stunning
views of the harder trails without requiring as much
skill, or as much risk, to complete.“So what makes all
these trails really great is you get a lot of the same
feelings as the really hard ones: You get the views,
you get the playful trail building. And the big differ-
ence is you don’t get the danger here. You don’t have
the crazy steep, high-consequence things. You can go
out and enjoy and let your mind wander a little more,”
says Mike.

Mescal Trail

Mescal Trail is about 5.6 mile out-and-back trail in
West Sedona. “It gets up on that slickrock ledge, and
it gives you the feeling of exposure,” says Mike.
“However, when you get near the edge, it’s kind of
tapered off and you’re not going to fall forever. You
just get the feeling that it’s there.” Look forward to
views of Cathedral, Courthouse and Bell Rock on this
trail that’s primarily switchbacks. “You get that up
high feeling without having to do a super nasty climb.
It’s pretty neat,” says Mike.

Chuck Wagon

Located in West Sedona, Chuck Wagon is 4.6 miles g
way. Mike says this is an enjoyable trail that’s ngs 6o
tough. “It's got a little more like rockiness to it, te
cal sections,” says Mike. “It’s not boring,
engaged the whole time. It’s not necessafily
lenging. It’s just fun.”

Slim Shady

What makes the just less than 3-mile loop trail Broken
Arrow special, in Mike’s words, is that it has plenty of
slickrock. “It’s amazing out there. You’re looking out on
the wilderness the whole time. You skirt up this slick
rock, and then all of a sudden you like pop out and ter-
minate at Chicken Point, and it’s a spectacular view,”

says Mike.

Wﬂ! frail photg couittesy. of Sedona Chamber-of Commerce
s & Torism Bureau; Chuck Wagon.and Broken Afrow phetostby, .
Deb Weinkauff; Bottom photo-by @JohnnyRoadtrip e

26 SEDONA MONTHLY OCTOBER 2020 sedonamonthly.com

=



Sedona Biking Resou

8-282-1106,
es.com

Absolute Bikes Sédona, 6101 AZ-179. Ste.
928-28 ’ absolutebikes.net

Bike Rentals

Sedona Trail Zen, 928-284-2654,
sedonatrailzen.com

Bike & Bean, 30 Bell Rock Plaza,
928-284-0210, bike-bean.com
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